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Song is a Chinese piano prodigy who moves to the Uz
with his mother for his senior year at a prestigious music
school, hoping to gain admission to Juilliard.

Though feeling like an outsider, his piano prowess impresse
teachers and upsets the star student, Krystian. Mom a
that having no friends is fine because the piano is their t
the American dream.

But Song has a secret — he is a closeted trans girl w
Sophie in her dreams, pouring all her lonely emotions i
piano in the forest.

Sophie is in love.
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The next day, Song meets Skylar, who bears a striking resemblance
to Sky. After investigating, he concludes that Skylar is the real-life
version of Sky and they are sharing telepathic dreams. However,
Skylar is a cool girl who makes hyperpop music. She is way out of
his league for the classical nerd Song.

Determined tgdmpress Skylar, Song joins a band with three boys,
hoping to mifake cool music to get laid, living a typical boy coming of
age. MeamiWwhile, in the dreams, Sophie gets to know Sky, going on
adventuré@and experiencing a girl's coming of age.

After impress" [ar with his debut with the band, Song plans
to meet Sky in real life on Halloween. He dresses as Sophie but
faces ridicule from Skylar and her friends. Humiliated, Song runs
home.

Sky is the only one who shows up, but she isn't
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In the dreams, Sophie and Sky stop seeing each other, while in real
life, the rivalry between Song and Krystian escalates. They attempt
to sabotage each other with emotional manipulation, emasculating
each other to the brink of suspension. After Krystian is humiliated
for stealing his sister’'s underwear and Song gets caught
crossdressing by his mom, the two bond over their shared
experience of feeling trapped in someone else’s life.

On prom night, after almost recognizing one another, they
ch other to be with their true love. In the dream,

Sky, and they confess their love for each other. They
realize their dream selves are their true selves and resolve to never
meet in real life.

After high school, their dream encounters cease. Reuniting eight
years later, when Song plays a composition Sophie once performed
for Sky, they finally discover they were the lovers of their dreams.
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4 ?v 2 Fora 1ong‘r1me [didn't know I was trans. 1 thought my transgender

“\5 0 | deslres were my unconscious trymg {0 create an escape from failing to
> live up to the expectations of masculinity. [ was afraid that if someone
i 2 doubted my (rans 1dent1ty I Wouldn t be able 0 prove them wrong '

| These fears stemmed from the intersection of my 1dentmes asa Chmese 1
T R .;1mmlgmm and 2 trans lesbian. I learned about the stereotype of the
& emasgulated Asmn man thmugh derogatory small dick jokes directed at
7\ L mecWhen girls rej jected me, I took it as a sign that I wasn't masculine
X j ef_ojdcgh I didn't want to confirm the stereotype of being unworthy of

P -desire. | 3 |
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| . So,ftried to overcome my femlmmty [ thought I was justa erossdresser,
3 _-.}"._" .~ the type that‘fed directly into TERF rhetoric. I saw itas a defect that

' : f would go away if I fell in love with the right girl. Accepting my (rans

f ; LS 1den”t1ty seemed like an act of eowardlee rather than rising above the
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Directors Stalement

These were the reasons I didn't come out until I was 25.

This isn’t a story about a trans woman who knew she was
trans since childhood. It's about how easy it is to not know
you're trans—not because you aren't trans, but because your
unconscious wants to protect your ego from the oppressive
societal forces at the intersection of your identities.

[ want to make this film because it’s the film [ wish I had seen

when [ was in high school. I want to create this dream world

where the two trans characters get to be their true selves ("
because it’s an image [ never saw, a promise [ never received _ gk 1
— that I could still be loved if T accepted my trans identity. g







Classical music has always been my best friend. Its abstract nature makes it a blank canvas A %'

where I can pour my emotions, and it always resonates with me, makmg me feel less 1011er #

But classical music is also rigid. Interpretations are expected to adhere closely to the a]legécif'
intent of the composer. In some ways, standard interpretations are like gender norms. I
remember the time when I excitedly shared my original interpretation with my teacher, only to
be told that [ was afraid of comparison to those who flawlessly executed the standard
Interpretation.

Though T hated the rigidity, I bought into the elitism of classical music, refusing to listen to
anything outside the genre. It wasn'tuntil I started transitioning that I discovered the musical
expressions of trans musicians like SOPHIE and ARCA, opening my eyes to the diversity of
musical forms I had been missing. I began going (o raves featuring queer hyperpop artists. It
was through their kaleidoscopic synths that I understood the joy of being queer. These artists
inspire me to unapologetically tell my story every day. |



DISCOVER A PLACE THAT WILL
NEVER LEAVE YOU, 4
AND A FRIENDSHIP THAI
WILL CHANGL YOU FOREVER.
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