
S E E  Y O U  I N  M Y  D R E A M S

A n  A s i a n - A m e r i c a n  h i g h  s c h o o l e r  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  t h e  l o v e r  i n  h e r  d r e a m  

e x i s t s  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d ,  b u t  s h e  c a n ' t  b r i n g  h e r s e l f  t o  f i n d  h i m  

b e c a u s e  s h e ' s  a  c l o s e t e d  t r a n s  g i r l  l i v i n g  a s  a  b o y  i n  r e a l  l i f e .



S Y N O P S I S

S o p h i e  i s  a  s i x t e e n - y e a r- o l d  A s i a n - A m e r i c a n  g i r l . 


O n e  n i g h t  i n  h e r  d r e a m ,  s h e  m e e t s  A n d e ,  a  c u t e  w h i t e  b o y  w h o  s h a r e s  

h e r  l o v e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c .  T h e y  b o t h  t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h e  f i g m e n t  o f  

t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  s o  t h e y  d e c i d e  t o  w r i t e  e a c h  o t h e r ’s  n a m e  o n  t h e  

b u l l e t i n  b o a r d  t o  s e e  w h o  i s  r e a l .  T h e  n e x t  d a y,  “ H i  S o p h i e ”  a p p e a r s  

o n  t h e  b o a r d . 


B u t  S o p h i e  d o e s n ’ t  w r i t e  b a c k ,  b e c a u s e  s h e ’s  a  c l o s e t e d  t r a n s  g i r l  

w h o ’s  n o t  r e a d y  t o  o u t  h e r s e l f .

Story beat: taste of love through another world

Your Name (2016), in which the girl and the boy fall in love as they inexplicably switch 
bodies as they go to sleep.

Black Mirror: San Junipero (2016), in which two elderly women fall in love in a 
simulated reality world where they can be their younger selves. 




S Y N O P S I S

I n  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d ,  S o p h i e  i s  S o n g ,  a  m a m a ’s  b o y  w h o  j u s t  t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  a  n e w  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  i t s  p r e s t i g i o u s  p i a n o  p r o g r a m .  H e  h a t e s  h i s  

p i a n o  t e a c h e r  f o r  d i s a l l o w i n g  i m a g i n a t i v e  p l a y i n g  b u t  y e a r n s  f o r  

f r i e n d s  w h o  s h a r e  h i s  l o v e  f o r  c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c . 


A s  a  b o y,  S o n g  t r i e s  t o  b l e n d  i n .  H e  m a k e s  f r i e n d s  w h o  p u s h e s  h i m  o u t  

o f  h i s  c o m f o r t  z o n e ,  a n d  j o i n s  t h e i r  b a n d  i n  h o p e  o f  g e t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  a  

b o y  h e  t h i n k s  t o  b e  A n d e .  A s  a  g i r l ,  S o p h i e  r e c o m p o s e s  c l a s s i c a l  

m u s i c  w i t h  A n d e  i n  t h e  d r e a m s .  T h e y  m a k e  u p  s t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  m u s i c ,  

i m a g i n i n g  t h e  c o m i n g - o f - a g e  t h a t  s h e  n e v e r  g e t s  t o  l i v e  i n  r e a l  l i f e . 


F e d  u p  w i t h  t h i s  d o u b l e  l i f e ,  S o p h i e  t r i e s  t o  m e e t  A n d e  i n  t h e  r e a l  

w o r l d ,  b u t  s h e  c h i c k e n s  o u t  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e .  A n d e  s h o w s  u p ,  b u t  

h e ’s  n o t  t h e  b o y  w e  t h i n k  h e  i s .  H e  i s  A n n a ,  a  c l o s e t e d  t r a n s  b o y  w h o  

i s  h i s  a r c h  n e m e s i s  i n  t h e  p i a n o  s t u d i o .

Story beat: getting through the normal life while falling in love in the other world

In Love, Simon (2018), Simon befriends another closeted gay guy through emails. He 
tries to live a normal life while wandering who this potential lover is.



S Y N O P S I S

D e s p i t e  m a d l y  i n  l o v e  i n  t h e  d r e a m w o r l d  a s  S o p h i e  a n d  A n d e ,  S o n g  

a n d  A n n a  a r e  a t  o d d s  i n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  o f  m u s i c .  A n n a  s e e s  S o n g  a s  a  

s e l l o u t  a n d  S o n g  s e e s  A n n a  a s  a  s n o b  l i v i n g  i n  h e r  w h i t e  p r i v i l e g e . 


T h e  t w o  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h e y  b e c o m e  f r i e n d s  b u t  s t a y  

s h o r t  o f  c o m i n g  o u t  t o  e a c h  o t h e r.  T h e y  l e a r n  t o  e m b r a c e  m u s i c  

b e y o n d  g e n r e s  b u t  s t a y  s h o r t  o f  s e e i n g  t h e i r  b o d i e s  b e y o n d  t h e  

a s s i g n e d  g e n d e r s . 


A l l  i t  t a k e s  f o r  t h e m  t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e  i s  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e i r  t r a n s  i d e n t i t i e s ,  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  d r e a m s  c a n  c o m e  t r u e ,  b u t  t h e y  c a n ’ t .  To  t h e m ,  d r e a m s  

a r e  j u s t  d r e a m s . 


A n d e  e v e n t u a l l y  h a s  t o  m o v e  a w a y,  a n d  t h e y  n e v e r  m e e t  a g a i n  i n  

d r e a m s .  

Story beat: we know they’re in love but they don’t!

In You’ve Got Mail (1998), Tom Hanks falls in love with Meg Ryan over emails, but they 
are business enemies in real life.



S Y N O P S I S

F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r.  T h e y  b u m p  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  N Y C .  W h e n  S o n g  p l a y s  

a  c o m p o s i t i o n  S o p h i e  o n c e  w r o t e  f o r  A n d e ,  t h e y  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e  t h e y ’ r e  

t h e  l o v e r s  i n  t h e i r  d r e a m s .

Story beat: realization

In both You’ve Got Mail and Your Name, the realization that they’re the person 
they’ve been love with all along is the last beat of the story. The happy ending, 
accompanied with the regrets of all the missed opportunities, delivers that 
unforgettable emotional punch.



W O R L D

Euphoria (2019)

T h e  s t o r y  i s  s e t  i n  C e d a r v i l l e ,  a  f i c t i o n a l  r u s t y  t o w n  i n  U p s t a t e  N e w  Yo r k .  T h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  r e a l i t y  a n d  d r e a m  i s  t h e  c o l o r  p a l e t t e .  I n  r e a l i t y,  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  a n  

e a r t h y  h u e .  I n  d r e a m s ,  t h e  w o r l d  i s  h a z y,  l i t  b y  b l u e  a n d  p u r p l e  l i g h t s .

 Lost River (2014)Me and Earl and the Dying Girl (2015)

reality dream



C O N F L I C T  T R I A D

Yes femininity

Yes classical music


Yes freedom 

dream

reality

home

parents

school

friends No femininity


Yes classical music

No freedom 

No femininity

No classical music


Yes freedom 

Ande

So in real life, Song struggles to choose 
between the lesser of two evils: 


His love for classical music but only on his 
teacher’s and parents’ terms,


or tasting the freedom to break rules with his 
friends but having to pretend to be the 
person he’s not

In dreams Sophie gets everything. She can 
be whoever she wants to be. There’s no rule 
for how to interpret play.


But she doesn’t believe dreams are real…



A R T I S T  S TAT E M E N T

G r o w i n g  u p  i n  C h i n a ,  I  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  I  s t a r t e d  b u y i n g  

g i r l  c l o t h e s  b e h i n d  m y  p a r e n t s ’  b a c k  w h e n  I  w a s  i n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l .  I  

w a n t e d  t o  b e  a  g i r l ,  b u t  I  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e .  I t  w a s  a l w a y s  

l i k e  a  d r e a m ,  p o s s i b l e  t o  i m a g i n e ,  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e a l i z e . 


C o m i n g  t o  A m e r i c a ,  b e i n g  t r a n s  b e c a m e  a  l e g a l  p o s s i b i l i t y.  B u t  w h e n  I  

l o o k e d  f o r  f i l m s  a b o u t  t r a n s  p e o p l e ,  t h e y  w e r e  o f t e n  d r a m a s  w i t h  

t r a g i c  e n d i n g s .  I  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h o s e  

f i l m s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  s h o w  m e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a p p i n e s s .   I  

t h o u g h t  i f  I  c a m e  o u t  a s  a  t r a n s  g i r l ,  n o  o n e  w o u l d  l o v e  m e . 


B e i n g  a  g i r l  r e m a i n e d  a  d i s t a n t  d r e a m . 


I t  t o o k  m e  2 5  y e a r s  t o  f i n a l l y  t r a n s i t i o n . 


H o w  b a d l y  d o  I  w i s h  t h a t  I  w a s  e x p o s e d  t o  m o r e  d i v e r s e  t r a n s  

n a r r a t i v e s .  H o w  b a d l y  d o  I  w i s h  t h a t  m e d i a  d i d n ’ t  a l w a y s  p o r t r a y  t r a n s  

l i f e  s o  t r a g i c a l l y.  H o w  b a d l y  d o  I  w i s h  t h a t  s o m e o n e  s h o w e d  m e  t h a t  

d r e a m s  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o  s t a y  d r e a m s ;  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  r e a l .



A R T I S T  S TAT E M E N T

I  w a n t  t o  m a k e  t h i s  f i l m  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i l m  I  w i s h  I  h a d  s e e n  w h e n  

I  g r e w  u p . 


I  w a n t  m y  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  I  w i s h e d  I  l i v e d  i n  t h e i r  d r e a m s .  

T h e r e  t h e y  g e t  t o  b a t h e  i n  g e n d e r  e u p h o r i a  a n d  f a l l  i n  l o v e  l i k e  n o  

t o m o r r o w.  B u t  t h e y  a l s o  h a v e  t o  f a c e  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  I  f a c e d  i n  t h e i r  

w a k i n g  l i f e .  T h e y  h a v e  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  g e n d e r s  a n d  w a l k  

p a s t  e a c h  o t h e r  e v e r y  d a y,  n o t  k n o w i n g  t h e y ’ r e  t h e  l o v e r s  i n  t h e i r  

d r e a m s . 


I f  o n l y  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  t r u e  s e l v e s  d e s e r v e  l o v e  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d ,  i f  

o n l y  t h e y  b e l i e v e  d r e a m s  c a n  c o m e  t r u e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  

t h e i r  h a p p y  e n d i n g  o n  p a g e  o n e . 


I  w a n t  m y  a u d i e n c e  t o  y e a r n  f o r  m y  c h a r a c t e r s .  I  w a n t  a l l  t h e  g e n d e r  

n o n c o n f o r m i n g  k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y,  t o o ,  n e e d  

t a k e  t h a t  l e a p  o f  f a i t h  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  d r e a m s  c a n  c o m e  t r u e .  

Hunter Schafer from Euphoria (2019)

Yen Sen from All I Want Is Everything (2022) 

Casting reference for Sophie



M U S I C

C l a s s i c a l  m u s i c  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  m y  c o u n t e r  c u l t u r e .  To  m e ,  i t  

m e a n s  f r e e d o m .  I  g e t  t o  c h o o s e  w h a t  i t  m e a n s .  I n  f a c t ,  I  b e c a m e  

a  f i l m m a k e r  i n  f i f t h  g r a d e  b e c a u s e  I  w a n t e d  o t h e r s  t o  s e e  t h e  

s t o r i e s  I  h e a r  f r o m  m y  f a v o r i t e  m u s i c .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  c l a s s i c a l  

m u s i c  i s  l i k e  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i t h  a  g o o d  f r i e n d .  I t  l i s t e n s  t o  m y  

f e e l i n g s  a n d  a f f i r m s  t h e m  w i t h  n o  j u d g e m e n t .  I t  h e l p e d  m e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d a r k e s t  d a y s .  I  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ’ t  b e  a l i v e  t o d a y  

w i t h o u t  c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c . 


S o p h i e ’s  m u s i c  j o u r n e y  m i r r o r s  h e r  g e n d e r  j o u r n e y.  S h e  h a s  t o  

l e a r n  t o  u n s e e  t h e  c o n n o t a t i o n s  p e o p l e  i m p o s e  u p o n  c l a s s i c a l  

m u s i c ,  i . e .  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  ( S o n g ’s  t e a c h e r )  a n d  

t h e  e l i t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ( S o n g ’s  m o m ) .  S h e  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a r n s  t o  

l o v e  m u s i c  o n  h e r  o w n  t e r m s ,  j u s t  l i k e  h o w  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a r n  

t o  l o v e  t h e i r  b o d i e s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  t e r m s . 


I n  t h e  e n d ,  A n d e  r e c o g n i z e s  S o p h i e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m u s i c  s h e  

p l a y s .  A t  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  m u s i c  e n c a p s u l a t e s  a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s  o f  

y e a r n i n g s  a n d  r e g r e t s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d  w o r d s .  

Portrait of a Lady on Fire (2019)

Phoenix (2014)

La La Land (2016)

H e r e ’s  t h e  p l a y l i s t  t o  t h e  m u s i c  t h a t  i n s p i r e  m y  w r i t i n g :  
h t t p s : / / o p e n . s p o t i f y. c o m / p l a y l i s t / 0 b u U P y 1 I 6 i s K r x K s Ye f 1 m W ? s i = 8 e 9 0 0 7 a d f 4 c 2 4 b c 8

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0buUPy1I6isKrxKsYef1mW?si=8e9007adf4c24bc8
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C O M P

Genre: Coming-of-age Romantic Fantasy

Estimate budget: 3-5 million

Love, Simon (2018)

Budget: 10 million


Box office: 66 million

Your Name (2016)

Budget: 5 million


Box office: 380 million

Your’ve Got Mail (1998)

Budget: 65 million


Box office: 250 million


